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Palace bid: it's Firoka
After all the expectations

13 'beauty’ contest
to select the preferred
bidder to take a 'lZS—year
lease ofAlexandra Palace
from the Council, it was
quite a damp squib
of a final round.
One of the ’finalists’,
the Islington Design
Centre, simply pulled out.
On the other hand,
the proposal from the
Earls Court & Olympia
Group consisted of a few
paragraphs of generalities,
and disclosed a lack
“‘ understanding
ul' the scope of the brief.

So that left the Board
of Trustees with a choice
ofjust one remaining
contender, the Firoka
Group, owned by Firoz
Kassam, one of Britain’s
wealthiest individuals
but with a somewhat
chequered past in relation
to his purchase of Oxford
United Football Club
and ground.

However, Firoka’s plan
itself is an ambitious
one, looking fonNard

to a restored and repaired
exterior of the Palace,
housing a five-star
hotel built round
the Palm Court area,
the retention of the
exhibition hall (including
the famous organ),
with the third section
on the north—eastern
side containing leisure
and communal areas.
One imaginative proposal
is to raise the level of the
ice rink by a few floors,
and increase its size,
so as to afford spectacular
views over the park
and to the east.
The anticipated spend
just to repair the outside
of the building is in excess
of £35 million and the
work will take 4—5 years
to complete. All parties
are anxious to get the
show on the road, so
watch this — or rather that
— space, as the works
are hopefully imminent.

In the meantime, there is
a rush on to complete the
work on the park funded
by the Heritage Lottery

people. New paths
and fencing, thinning
of trees, clearance
of some overgrown areas,
and lots of new trees
for the Redston playing
fields are the visible signs
of the ongoing works
which will be completed
within the next year.
For more information
about Alexandra Park
developments see Park
Manager Matt Baker’s
recent progress report
(available from the WERA
website below).

WERA will continue
to have representation
on the Statutory Advisory
Committee and the
Consultative Committee,
which will continue
to function after the grant
of the lease to Firoka.

Recent developments
have included a meeting
to relaunch an Alexandra
Palace Conservation Area
Advisory Committee
and a meeting to set up
a new body called
Friends of Alexandra Park.

For more information visit www.wera—n8.co.ul<

Since 1996, WERA has
represented the residents
of nine roads at the bottom
of Muswell Hill:
Redston Road, Danvers Road,
Warner Road, Park Avenue
North, Priory Avenue,
Linzee Road, Clovelly Road,
Baden Road and Priory Road
(north side).

WERA acts on behalf
of residents and monitors
local issues, including those
concerning Alexandra Palace
and Park, road safety
and planning developments
which affect the area and
our properties.

WERAmembership
170 households

WERA contact
Secretary Joyce Rosser,
on 020 8347 7684
orjrosser@lineone.net

WERA website
www.wera-n8.co.uk

The WERA annual membership
subscription is £2 per
household. Please give your
subscription to your road
representative (see page 4).



WERA activities 2005/06
Improving Priory Common
Priory Common is the
strip of open land that
runs along the north side
of Priory Road from just
west of Redston Road to
just east of Park Avenue
North. Last summer
WERA got together a
group of local residents
to meet on the Common
with Tony Healey, West
Haringey Parks Manager.
We agreed to set up
a WERA working group
called the ‘Friends of
Priory Common’ to liaise
with the Council to get
improvements made.

We applied for a Council
’Making a difference’ grant
to start the repairs needed
on the Edwardian wall that
runs the length of the
Common. We then
discovered that this would
cost 288,000 so we will

need to seek alternative
sources of funding. Instead
we got funding for a paved
pathway across the
Common to the Moravian
Church and the Fountain
Day Nursery. There is a
large gap in the wall here
and over the years people
had walked across the
Common causing damage
to the shrubs and grass.
On two days in November
about twenty people
(including several children)
turned up to plant nearly
a thousand daffodils and
several hundred crocuses

(donated by the British
Trust for Conservation
Volunteers). Photos of this
bulb planting event
appeared in all the local

press and in ’Haringey
People’. When spring
came the new flowers
greatly enhanced the
appearance of the
Common. We plan to plant
more bulbs this autumn.

There are eight benches on
the Common, mostly quite
old and some broken. The
Council has replaced three
of them (and transferred
a memorial plaque from
an old bench). WERA has
launched an appeal to

purchase a memorial
bench for Paul Eddington,
the much loved TV and
stage actor, who lived
in Park Avenue North for
many years. It is hoped
that this will be installed
over the summer with
an official ’opening’
in September.
It is not too late to make
a contribution to the
Paul Eddington memorial
bench. Please give
cheques (made out
to WERA) to your road
representativeor bring
them to the WERA
Annual General Meeting.

For more information visit www.wera—n8.co.uk

The Friends group has met
with Dr Nick Michael,
Haringey’s new Nature
Conservation Officer,
to discuss a possible
wildflower garden in
the westernmost corner
of the Common.

We have got rid of
the unsightly, often
overflowing, red bin
and have put up notices
asking dog owners to
put their waste into the
general litter bins which
are emptied more
frequently. Both dog waste
and litter are incinerated
so there is no need to
keep them separate.
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Slowing down
Priory Road traffic
There is a 30mph speed
limit in Priory Road
but the design of the
Aad encourages drivers
to exceed this. Following
a number of accidents
in the road WERA
campaigned for
a pedestrian crossing
at the junction of
Danvers Road and Priory
Road. We didn’t get this
although the Council
did paint 30mph signs
on the road.

So last October WERA
hired a speed gun in order
to carry out a survey
of traffic speeds in Priory
Road. Working in pairs
at different times of

the day and evening over
the course of one week
WERAmembers made
a note of vehicle speeds.
The results showed that
47% of motorists were
driving too fast. Some
vehicles were recorded
at speeds of up to
50 or 60 mph. These
figures are probably
an underestimate because
traffic conditions at busy
times meant that vehicles
were unable to exceed
the limit, and we also
noted that drivers slowed
down when they saw
us with the speed gun.

Oneof the new ’vehicle activated

The campaign was backed
by our local MP and
councillors.We sent
a report of the survey
results to the Council and
following this the London
Safety Camera Partnership
(a body which includes
the Metropolitan Police,
the Greater London
Authority and local
councils) organised
its own speed check on
Priory Road in December.
In just three and a half
hours the police caught
79 speeding drivers.

HaringeyCouncil then
decided to install four
“vehicle activated traffic
signs’ (VATS) on the road.

traffic signs’ on Priory Road

These light up with a sign
saying ’30mph Slow
Down’ when approaching
vehicles are driving at
more than the speed limit.
VATS do not provide
evidence to prosecute
individual motorists but
they do provide data
on traffic speeds over
different periods of time.
Research has shown that
such signs cut traffic
speeds by 10% with
a 50% reduction in
casualties. Since they have
been installed it is clear
that most cars do tend
to slow down on seeing
them although there
is still the minority
of recalcitrant drivers who
seem to ignore any limits.



N EW!
WERA now has a website thanks
to Chris Matthews, a member from
Park Avenue North.
Come to www.wera-n8.co.uk
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WERA COMMITTEE
MEMBERSAND
REPRESENTATIVES
Chair
David Liebeck
19 Danvers Road
020 8348 0457
Secretary
Joyce Rosser
46 Redston Road
020 8347 7684
Alexandra Palace
and Park Statutory
Advisory Committee
David Liebeck and
HarryAspden
Alexandra Palace and Park
Consultative Committee
Dick Hudson

ROAD REPRESENTATIVES
ClovellyRoad A
and Baden Road
Rosie and John Schild
9 Clovelly Road
020 8340 6512
Danvers Road
Jeff Probst
Upper Flat
2 Danvers Road
020 8341 9517
Linzee Road
Lynn Stevens
48 Linzee Road
020 8341 7156
Park Avenue North
Jack Noutch
54 Park Avenue North
020 8340 6377
Priory Avenue
Colin Brewster
24 Priory Avenue
020 8348 4195
Pr ry Road (north)
Davrd Shelboum
56 Priory Road
020 8348 2523
Redston Road
Ursula Maestranzi
88 Redston Road
020 8340 2668
Warner Road
Robyn and Adrian Thomas
30Warner Road
020 8348 4897

GOODBYEAND THANKS
WERA would like to say
goodbye and thanks to Rosie
and John Schild, Clovelly and
Baden Road representatives,
who are moving to Scotland.
We will be looking for a new
representative for these roads.


